
 

   

 

DANTE NEWS Gold Coast 
18 Fairway Drive, Clear Island Waters, Qld Australia 

Mail: P.O.Box 6862 Gold Coast MC 9726 

Ph: 07 5575 5772     Fax: 07 5575 5772    

  Web site:  www.dantegoldcoast.com 

Email:  info@dantegoldcoast.com 

 

PRESIDENT: Giovanna Santomauro 5539 5528 SCHOOL DIRECTOR:  Rita Lo Presti  5527 0797 

Dear Members 
 
We thank Franco and Morwenna Arcidiacono for the 
wonderful presentation of their book “Echoes of 
Italian Voices – Family  Histories from Queensland’s 
Granite Belt.”   We have a couple of copies at the 
Dante for sale.  It was a great opportunity to use the 
laptop, data projector and screen we purchased with 
the grant we received from the Gambling Community 
Fund.     
(in photo below Franco Arcidiacono   with  Committee 
members and students.) 
   

 
 
June was a busy month with celebrations for Italy’s 
National Day at the Gold Coast Italo Australian Club and 
our Giornata della Poesia Italiana.  It was great to see so 
many young people enthusiastic about Italian. Thank 
you Rita, teachers, judges and all the helpers.  
 
It was good to see so many get into theme of the night  
“Una Serata Italianissima”   at the students’ end of term 
dinner  with many dressed in  red, white and green. 
 
Cordiali saluti 
       
     Giovanna 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Societa` Dante Alighieri Gold Coast 

Luglio/July 2010 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

 

Enrolment day - Friday 2 nd July  
 9.30- 11.30am  and  3.00-6.30pm 

 
12 th  July 2 nd Semester begins.  

 
 

 

 

OPERA LOVERS 

 

óAIDAô ï Verdi ï Sat. 16
th

 October 2010 ï 

Opening Night - Lyric Theatre - QPAC ï 

sung in Italian. Tickets $86.00.  Book early ï 

limited seats - by calling Connie 

on 5575 8882/0428 155515 

email:  ccanale25@hotmail.com. 

 
 

 

THE GOLD COAST  ITALO 

AUSTRALIAN CLUB   - Ph.  55751966  
 

Open Tuesdays to Sundays for lunch and 

dinner. There is a great selection of special 

$10  lunches Tuesday to Thursday. Come 

enjoy the peaceful atmosphere.  Rooms 

available to hire for parties, meetings, 

seminars and conferences.  Live music for 

dancing Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights. 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

We extend our condolences to foundation 
members, Luigi and Graziella D’Adderio on the 
loss of Graziella’s father, Giuseppe Le Mura, on 
the 13th June. 
 

http://www.dantegoldcoast.com/
mailto:info@dantegoldcoast.com
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SCHOOL NEWS 
 

The Biggest Morning Tea 

 

Thank You  to all the students and teachers for your 

support to  this fund raiser. We were able to donate  

$271.50 to the Cancer Council. 

 

Conversation Classes 

 

Feel like you still canõt say anything after a 

semester or two of classes?!?!  

Then tryéé a  conversation class!! 
 

The day and evening conversation classes  will continue 

to run over the break and continue into semester 2. For 

the evening class,  please meet Gilda in the club. 

 

 

La Giornata della poesia italiana 

 
Un sincero grazie a tutti gli studenti che hanno  

participato e aiutato domenica 6 giugno alla óGiornata 

della poesia italiana.ô There were  over 90 students 

competing in the primary, secondary and adult levels. 

Results of the adult sections are- 

Intro/Beginners-     1
st  

 Eda Winters 

Beginners 2-           1
st
 Mario Kilpin 

Intermediate 1/2 -   1
st
   Jeff Camilleri 

Adanced 1/2 -         1
st
 Maija Fisher 

 

 
End of Semester Dinner 

 

It was  wonderful to see so many students come 

together for the end of semester dinner at the Italo-

Australian club for our ñSerata Italianissimaò and  to 

receive their certificates. Great to see all the wonderful 

costumes. 

 

In the photo below - Don Stead, Jenny Old, Astrid 

Pennisi, Italia Malik, Luisa Liussi, Murray Kilpin, 

Maurizio Liussi, David Truskinger and Tony Carnovale  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Please ring or email me, prior to enrolment, to 

confirm your place in the class, even if you are a 

continuing student. 

 
Please enrol on the day however if unable to 

come, please put a cheque in the mail or pay by 

direct debit. Please ensure you have completed 

the enrolment form and forwarded it too. 

 

 (We are trying to avoid payments at the first class, 

which only takes up time. ) 

 

Enrolment forms are available on the web site 

               www.dantegoldcoast.com  

 

Classes commence Monday 12
th

 July 

   Term 1 - 10 weeks    Term 2 -  6 weeks 

 

We are offering a new course in Italian ï a welcome 

addition to ñBuongiorno Italiaò.   

ñFormula Italiana 2ò is an engaging and practical 

approach to learning Italian, suitable for students 

who want a modern, lively and easy to follow 

format. Please let me know by the 2
nd

 July if you are 

interested in this course.  

 

Advertising 

We are currently advertising our courses in The Sun 

paper which comes out on Wednesdays. If you know 

anyone interested in doing our courses please ask 

them to contact me on 55270 797. 

 

Italian Films during the Break 

Unfortunately we had a poor response to these so 

there will be no Italian films on Tuesday evenings 

during the mid semester break. 

 

Any queries or class confirmation, please call me at 

home on 55270 797. 

 

    Rita 

     School Director 

 

 

Enrolment day- Friday 2nd July 
Times 9.30- 11.30am 

3.00-6.30pm 
 

http://www.dantegoldcoast.com/
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La mia casa ideale 

 

Secondo me, la mia casa ideale ha viste del mare. E` una breve passegiata da un bello villaggio in Italia. Ci sono i ristoranti, un 

caffe` e una panetteria. C'e` una piazza del mercato e ogni settimana compro la frutta fresca, le verdure, i frutti di mare e la pasta. 

La mia casa ha un singolo piano con quattro camere da letto e quattro bagni. E` molto spaziosa per soggiorni della famiglia e degli 

amici. I giardini sono tipicamente Italiani e ci sono pianti nei vasi e erbe dapppertutto. Ci sono grandi pitture sulle pareti. C'e` una 

cantina sottoterra per vini. C'e` una biblioteca con libri, riviste e i miei film favoriti. Il meglio di tutto non devo fare alcun lavoro 

perche` ho una governante, un giardiniere e un maggiorduomo. 

  

Sue Lassen  (Intermediate 1 Thursday night) 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

  
On 4th June, The Friday morning's  Introduction class went on an excursion to New Italy, south of Ballina.  We hired a 
minibus for 12 people and our treasurer, Tony, was the driver.  The group was treated to a glass-blowing 
demonstration and several pieces of beautiful glass and jewellery were purchased.  After checking out the Italian 
Pioneer Museum we all enjoyed lunch outside the restaurant under the grape vines.  The students received a lesson in 
history and geography as they roamed around the Pavilion where the 20 regions of Italy are on display. A very 
enjoyable and informative day was spent by all.  Our thanks to our very capable and patient driver, Tony Carnovale.                                                                                                      

 
Astrid Pennisi - Introduction   
 

        
        Some of  the students and teacher spending a little          Rita with Samuel Morrow, winner of Yr.7 section  

         quality time with David at  New Italy. 

 

   
             Giornata della Poesia ï I cuochi    Lôultima classe ï lunedi sera 
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HISTORY OF ITALIAN IMMIGRATION IN AUSTRALIA ï (Part 5) 

 

CARNOVALE FAMILY  

 

Pietro Carnovale born 1898 in Nicastro, Prov. Catanzaro,  married childhood sweetheart Francesca Curcio 

born 1905.  Pietro  served as a soldier in WW1 and was wounded in the battle of Capretto.  He was 

discharged from military service in December, 1924.  Upon his discharge he returned home to join his 

young wife and son Gino.  Due to the shortage of work and political turmoil  the decision was made to 

migrate and join Francescaôs older married sister and husband who had emigrated to America .  However 

the quota for Italian migrants to America was full at that time so Pietro decided to migrate to Australia. 

 

 He arrived in Melbourne in 1925 while Francesca and Gino waited back in Italy. They were reunited in 

Australia in1929, later another son Antonio and a daughter Maria were born.  Life was very hard for the 

family during these depression years and to survive had to apply for government assistance.  To be eligible 

for this assistance they had to be naturalised.   This decision turned out to be a blessing for when WW11 

broke out Pietro was not interred as were many of his compatriots. 

 

The Carnovale family lived in Green Valley, then Taylor Square, Sydney and Brookvale before moving to 

Melbourne for a short while, eventually returning to Sydney and purchasing six acres of land at Brookvale 

to begin a market garden, growing crops and establishing a poultry farm. 

 

During the war years  Pietro and Francesca entertained many U.S. servicemen who were directed to them 

by relatives in the U.S.A.  After the war the Carnovale family was very generous to new arrivals and 

sponsored many families to Australia most of whom settled around the Brookvale area.  Francescaôs 

mother joined the family in 1948 and at 83 years of age was one of the oldest passengers to fly to Australia 

at that time. 

 

In 1963 Pietro and Francesca sold the Brookvale property and retired to nearby Beacon Hill.  They 

travelled to America to visit relatives and U.S. servicemen they had kept in touch with over the years and 

then on to Italy.  Pietro died in 1970 and Francesca in 1978. 

 

Pietro and Francesca Carnovale were among just two of the original pioneers of that time who migrated to 

Australia to give their family the opportunity of a better life.  They lived for family, worked hard, were 

proud of their Italian heritage and very proud Australians. 

 

The Francesa  Carnovaleôs  family story is recounted in the book ñSempre Con Teò (Always With You) 

which relates the history of Italian women from Calabria, during 1920-1970 living in the Northern 

Beaches of Sydney.  Authors ï Silvana and Emilia Toia, Silvana Nero and Gina Polito. 

 

The above story was written with kind permission of Antonio (Tony) Carnovale, Treasurer and Centre 

Manager of  the Dante Alighieri Society, Gold Coast.    

  

  
---------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------  

 

 

WE HAVE THE FOLLOWING BOOK  AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE IN OUR OFFICE. 

 
By Franco and Morwenna Arcidiacono.  “Echoes of Italian Voices – Family  Histories from Queensland’s 

Granite Belt.”    


